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A Note From the Chair 

I am delighted to report to all the members  

and supporters of  MHHI and the generous 

people who contributed funds for the 

reacquisition of The Hermitage in Geraldton, 

that settlement for the freeholding of this 

amazing Arts and Crafts cottage was 

completed on  27th September.  

This allows us to carry out essential 

maintenance and conservation works on 

The Hermitage, including repairs to the 

balcony balustrade, repointing sections of 

brick walls, and finding a heritage standard 

solution for defoliating bricks. 

The plan for The Hermitage is to use it for 

short term accommodation to allow people 

a unique lived experience of the heritage of 

Monsignor Hawes.  

July, August and September have been very 

busy months for Hawes Heritage 

Events. I thank the many volunteers who 

made these events so successful.  

The events included the ever-popular 

Camino San Francisco, which this year 

had a record participation and took in the 

Mullewa district as well as the beautiful 

natural heritage of East Yuna with a  feature  

being that much of this year’s Camino  was 

off-road.  

Other Hawes Heritage Events included a 

couple of three-day guided pilgrimages of 

Hawes’ heritage and allowed 40 or so 

participants an immersive experience of 

Hawes’ heritage in both their religious and 

historic context. 

There was also a repeat performance of the 

very popular Historic Homesteads Tour 

first conducted in 2021. This full day tour 

gives participants guided tours of the 

Glengarry, Newmarracarra and Tibradden 

Stations east of Geraldton, with the history  

of the early settlement of the Geraldton 

hinterland being outlined by local historians 

as well as the current property owners.  

Thanks to Gareth, Lucy & Ben Rowe, Jerry 

Clune, and Geoff and Jenny Collins. Their 

welcome and enthusiasm makes this a very 

special event.  

We also had St Mary’s Cathedral Choir 

wow participants with the Heritage and 

The Sound of Music adventure day trip 

from Geraldton to Mullewa, in which the 

choir performed at several of Hawes’ 

heritage sites, including the amazing Church 

of Our Lady of Mt Carmel.  

Capping off the “events season” was the 

very successful Fremantle Chamber 

Orchestra Music to Love  concert in the 

magnificent setting of St Francis Xavier 

Cathedral. Our thanks to Hans and Natalie 

Hug for their organizing and conduct of this 

special event. Of the 150 concert goers, 

who will forget the incredible and talented 

Hannah Woolley’s playing of Gabriel’s Oboe! 

A special thanks to Paul Wright who was 

the Conductor and Concert Master, for  his 

very talented playing of the violin, including 

the performance of his own composition, 

Eli’s Waltz.  Hopefully the visit of the 

Fremantle Chamber Orchestra will become 

an annual event as this special experience 

attracted people from as far away as Perth 

in the south and the Gascoyne in the north.  

Monsignor Hawes Heritage is going from 

strength to strength and already exciting 

things are planned for 2023. It is our hope 

we will officially launch the John Hawes 

Heritage Foundation in 2023. This is a 

very important initiative and is designed to 

guarantee into the future the conservation, 

interpretation and celebration of the 

heritage of John Cyril Hawes. None of this 

will be possible without your ongoing 

support, for which I am ever so grateful. 

 

Fr Robert Cross (Chair MHHI)  

heritage@diocese-geraldton.org 

 

September 2022 

www.monsignorhawes.com 

Bishop Michael signs the paperwork for the 

purchase of The Hermitage with Bruce Kenny 

from Sanford Settlements . 

         SAVE THE DATE 

    Christmas in the Piazza 

4th December 2022 

 

Johann Vexo and 

 Damien Riviere 

In Concert in SFX Cathedral 

18th April 2023 

 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com


 

 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN CYRIL HAWES 

Hawes was always preparing for death and on finding a cave beneath his Hermitage on Mt Alvernia he wrote 

Anyone coming up and finding a dead hermit has only to put the body on a board and shove it right into 

the far end of the cave, and then wall up the  same with stones lying ready to hand.  No coffin, no  

undertaker or funeral cortege, no trouble or expense to anyone. Everything is wonderfully provided for. 
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Church of the Holy Redeemer Freetown,  
Cat Island, The Bahamas 

Like many of Hawes’ Australian buildings, the land and building 

materials for this church were paid for, and the labour and  

craftsmanship supplied by,  Hawes himself (Fra Jerome). 

While building his Hermitage on Mt Alvernia on Cat Island, 

(1940-41) Fra Jerome became well known to the locals and 

they became fascinated by him and his religious beliefs and 

lifestyle.  They would crowd into the chapel of his Hermitage 

on Sunday mornings for Mass with many expressing a desire 

to become Catholic.  So he resolved to build them a church.   

He purchased a block of land and the laying of the Foundation 

Stone for ‘the big church’ as the locals called it, took place in 

March 1941. Hawes estimated over 500 people attended the  

simple ceremony, with cakes, lemonade, tobacco, cigars and 

sweets provided by Hawes.    

The building was designed to be constructed  in 2 stages to 

allow for a growing congregation. By October the first section 

was almost complete when a hurricane came through causing 

major damage which took 6 weeks to repair. This was a huge 

setback, however he was finally able to celebrate the first 

Mass at Midnight on Christmas Eve. In a letter to Bishop 

O’Collins he reported that some of the old people (converts) 

told me it was the happiest Christmas Day of their lives.  

The first stage of the church was completed in 12 months with a 

2nd stage being completed in 1948.  

The Church features many Hawesian Arts & Crafts elements  

including two murals  titled “The Sea of Galilee” and “The Ark 

of Salvation and St Peter.” There is also a typical Hawes rood 

tryptic above the altar.  The windows are glass-free cement grills 

with each featuring  a different tracery design and wooden  

shutters.    

A day in the Life of Hawes the Builder/Priest 

While  building The Holy Redeemer, Fra Jerome’s daily routine began with Mass at 4 a.m. A cold outdoor bath would follow, and 

then a breakfast of cereal and grapefruit. He would pack some bread and cheese for his lunch and often also take corn, coffee 

beans, or sugar, for people in the village, and then walk the 2 miles to the building site to begin work at 7 a.m. He would take a 

break at midday for a swim and lunch on the beach and then work until 4 p.m. before paying a visit to some of his ’parishioners’ 

to deliver the treats he’d packed. The walk home included the Stations of the Cross  as part of the ascent up Mt  

Alvernia which involved removing his hat and genuflecting at each station and saying a short prayer.  Having kissed the cross at the 

12th Station he would  climb to the top and make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, kneeling at the Chapel door. After watering his  

garden and taking another bath, he would ring the Angelus at 6 p.m., drink sometimes 4 potfuls of tea, and eat bananas and dry 

bread before retiring to bed  at 7 p.m. At midnight he would be up again praying,  returning to bed at 1:30 a.m. 

The Rood Cross The Sea of Galilee  Mural The Baptismal Font Simple decorative 
feature  

The interior bears a resemblance to 
OLMC Church in Mullewa 

The Holy Redeemer Church showing the traceried grills for the 

windows 



 

 

     To make a Tax Deductible Donation to the John Hawes Foundation 

Contact Fr Robert Cross     99213221   heritage@diocese-geraldton.org 
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The Camino San Francisco held on the 29th-31st July  was based in 

Yuna Western Australia and on Day 1 covered the natural  

heritage of the East Yuna Nature Reserve and Noondamurra Pool.  On 

Day 2 the 32 walkers were transported by bus to Mullewa, the heart-

land of Hawes’ ministry, and walked through farming property to Mass 

Rock. 

HISTORIC HOMESTEADS TOUR 2022 

On Sunday 14th August a group of 46 people took part in our 

Heritage Homesteads Tour 2022 which took in  Glengarry,  

Newmarracarra and Tibradden Stations, finishing at Hawes’ Hermitage 

in Geraldton for refreshments.   

Knights of the Holy Sepulchre Pilgrims at Our Lady of Ara  

Coeli in Northampton 

In August 2022 two  groups of Pilgrims travelled to Geraldton to explore the heritage of Hawes as well as the natural beauty of the 

Midwest. The groups were organised by Luanna and Freddie Low on behalf of the Equestrian Order of the Knights of the Holy 

Sepulchre of Jerusalem Organisation in Perth, and Adolph de Souza on behalf of the Goan Overseas Association. 

CAMINO SAN FRANCISCO 2022 

Goan Overseas Association Pilgrims in Mullewa walking the  

Hawes Heritage Trail in Mullewa 

HAWES HERITAGE PILGRIMAGES 

More photos and information regarding these events available on the website      

HERITAGE & THE SOUND OF MUSIC MUSIC TO LOVE 

On September 26th, St Mary’s Cathedral Choir travelled by 

coach from Geraldton to Mullewa, performing for audiences in  

Hawes’ Heritage sites including San Spirito Chapel and Mass Rock.  

After a ‘flashmob’ performance in the Helen Ansell Art Gallery in 

Mullewa they finished their tour in  Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church. 

The Fremantle Chamber Orchestra,  conducted by Paul Wright 

and featuring Oboe soloist Hannah Woolley, presented Music to 

Love in St Francis Xavier Cathedral on September 30th to a very  

appreciative audience. One of the highlights of the concert was  

Hannah’s rendition of Gabriel's Oboe.   

Lunch Break at Mass Rock  Mullewa 

Lunch at Tibradden 

https://www.monsignorhawes.com/past-events-2/


 

 

 

 

 

                             

Hawes’ Brush with Royalty 
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MEMBERSHIP OF MONSIGNOR HAWES HERITAGE INC 

Support the work of MHHI in conserving & celebrating the legacy of John Hawes  

JOIN MHHI     

Ordinary Member ($25per annum)  Corporate Sponsor ($100 per annum).  

For information on how you can become a Member  Click Here  

Enquiries:  Phone Gerry 0417 912997 

They discussed  Hawes’s early life in England as well as  

architecture and Fra Jerome asked the Duke about his 1920 

visit to Australia and the train crash that he had 

been involved in while travelling in Western  

Australia.  

The Duke admired Hawes’ Hermitage from a  

distance and complimented him on St Paul’s 

Church on Long Island commenting - We were in 

Clarence Town, Long Island, yesterday and I much  

admired the church there, standing up on the hill with its 

two towers. Its architecture seems just suited to the 

country.  Hawes explained to the Duke that it was 

the last church he built before becoming a Catholic.  

Hawes described the Duke as a fine fellow, so simple and  

unassuming, and very much on the spot everywhere—a smart man.  

WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN 

Existing Convent 

2  Storey Colonnade 

Chapel & Novitiate 

The Chapel’s Interior 

King Edward VIII of England (Queen Elizabeth II’s Uncle), 

abdicated in 1936 in order to marry an American divorcee 

Wallis Simpson. He then became Prince  

Edward the Duke of Windsor. In 1940, he 

was appointed Governor of The Bahamas. 

During an official visit to Cat Island in April 

1941 the Duke  would have been pleasantly 

surprised to meet Fra Jerome (John Cyril 

Hawes), living in this remote location with 

such an intriguing background. Fra Jerome was 

equally impressed with the ‘Royal Visitor’. As 

the two men chatted and walked along the 

sea-front road, they discovered they had much 

in common, not least being their mutual love of animals.  

(The Duke’s 3 dogs were being exercised on the beach as 

they spoke).  

At about the time Hawes was completing the building of St Francis Xavier Cathedral, he was asked to design a Chapel and  

Novitiate for the Presentation Sisters whose convent was situated on land adjacent to the Cathedral.   Hawes had great  

admiration for the sisters and he  came up with a very grand proposition for them.    It was to have stalls to accommodate 100 Nuns 

and would be connected to the existing Convent building by a two-storey Romanesque arcade.  Perhaps in order to blend with the 

nearby Cathedral, the front featured 2 Spanish Mission-style towers.   Hawes produced very detailed drawings as well as a model of 

the proposed building.   

The Chapel was never built and it appears that once again Hawes was up against the  desire for  Gothic design.  In a letter to  

Bishop O’Collins, written after Hawes left Geraldton, he said  in relation to the Nuns wanting a ‘Gothic’ Chapel —They don’t realise 

that it needs something more than pointed tops to the windows & a steep roof - with crockets, cusps & trefoils thrown in here and there!    

Bastard Gothic is the worst of any type of building.      

Wallis Simpson & Prince Albert 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com
https://www.monsignorhawes.com/membership/

