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St Joseph’s Church Perenjori
The first designs for a church for Perenjori were submitted by
Hawes in 1917 when he was relatively new to the Diocese. He
had travelled to Perenjori by the newly opened Wongan Hills to
Mullewa railway line to meet his parishioners.
The church that was designed at that time was never built. In
1936 he drew a second set of plans for the now growing district.
It was designed to seat 114 people but was later amended to
seat 150.
The foundation stone was laid by Bishop O’Collins in June 1937
and the official opening occurred in December 1937.

Saint Joseph’s Perenjori

Mr T P Crothers, who had worked on St Francis Xavier
Cathedral and Our Lady of Ara Coeli
hired to build the church.

in Northampton, was

In his speech at the opening of the

building, Hawes congratulated Crothers for the excellent job,
and noted that many items that had to be omitted from the
original specifications due to financial constraints, had all
subsequently been included in the build by Mr Crothers without
charge.
Today, St Joseph’s is considered a unique example of Hawes’s
1930’s modernist style of architecture. His design for the
interior was heavily influenced by a book by Fr Benedict

‘Sketch of the Baldachino’ from Williamson B 1934

Williamson, ‘How to Build a Church’. The neo-Egyptian stone
baldachino was inspired by Fr Williamson’s illustrations.

TO VISIT THE BUILDING
St Joseph’s is located on the Cnr of CarnamahPerenjori & Old Wells Rds Perenjori.
A key is located at the
Perenjori Community Resource Centre
4 Fowler St during office hours or
Perenjori Post Office.
For access outside business hours
please contact Patty King (0427 734033)
MASS TIMES
Sat 5:00pm (1st & 3rd Sat of the month)
Liturgy of the Word with Communion all other

St Joseph’s Church Interior

Saturdays 6:00pm

FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN CYRIL HAWES
“I came under the influence of the past; the great cathedral welcomed and sheltered me under its wings, I drank of the cup of
tradition. Chemistry and mathematics I detested; the classics were more tolerable, but I revelled in history.”
Hawes writing of his time at Kings School Canterbury and his love of Canterbury Cathedral (1890-1893)

www.monsignorhawes.com
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Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Tag-Along Tour

and

in the final years of his time in Geraldton.

Organ Recital held on Sunday 23rd August was the first

The tour was followed by afternoon tea in the Forecourt of St

Hawes

2020.

Francis Xavier Cathedral, supplied and served by the Volunteer

A group of approximately 40 people joined Fr Cross for a tour

Guides, and an organ recital by visiting organist Andrew Gard-

of San Spirito Chapel at Utakarra and The Hermitage in

ner, who entertained the large crowd with ‘Music from the

Onslow St to see the unique buildings designed by John Hawes

Movies’.
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for

The O’Brien Family hosted the Annual Mass and Picnic in

Maggie’s offspring have conserved and maintained the building

St James Chapel of Ease in Kojarena on Sunday 13th

and

September. The chapel had been built in 1937 on land gifted to

Fr Robert O’Bryan from Mullewa said Mass and a picnic lunch

the Catholic Diocese by James and Maggie O’Brien. The

was held in the grounds of the chapel afterwards.

proudly

open

it

to

the

public

each

year.

chapel is no longer used on a regular basis but James and

Click on the link to see details and more photos of these and other Past Events.
The aim of Hawes Heritage Events is to:
Present events to showcase the heritage of Hawes
Provide unique venues for artists
Lift the profile of Hawes’ buildings in the Diocese of Geraldton
Raise much needed funds to conserve these buildings

If you would like to propose an event or be part of the organising committee please contact
Gerry Eastman at monsignorhawes@gmail.com or 0417 912997.

www.monsignorhawes.com
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I sat in the church for an hour or so on my own and I will
try to put into words the feelings that reignite each time I
go back in my memory.
…the child-like exuberance/the
secret corners/sunlight from unexpected quarters shining
through stained glass/
numerous statues that tell
stories.
The cathedrals of Europe
leave us in awe of the
artistic and architectural
achievements of mankind and
we are richer for their presence.

It was built stone by stone by its architect in conjunction
with a daily prayer to Saint Joseph.
The intricate design embodies the courage to
risk imperfection, rather than settle for
safer options. The building mostly
contains materials freely
available in the surrounding
district. The charming exterior
of the church draws one inside.
Sitting in the church feels like
sitting in a tranquil bubble
surrounded by . . .
The Labour of Love
Beauty and Reverence
The Joy of Creativity.

The Church of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel isn’t about that kind of awe.
It is a Masterpiece of the Heart.

With special thanks to Pauline Kalbfell—a recent visitor to OLMC Mullewa
Do you have photos, impressions, or special connections to the heritage or person of
Monsignor Hawes that you would like to share?
We’d love to include them in our future Newsletters or on our website and social media pages.
Email or post to Gerry at monsignorhawes@gmail.com (0417 912997) P O Box 46 Geraldton 6531

Between Devotion & Design
by John Taylor
$50

Stone Upon Stone
by Steve Marshall
$40

Architectural Gems of John Hawes
by Rob Lefroy
$20

Upon This Rock
DVD by Sr Chau Ho OP
$20

The Heritage Centre is located at 56 Cathedral Ave Geraldton Open Daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
email: mhhc.admin@westnet.com.au
www.monsignorhawes.com/mhh-centre/
Postage of merchandise can be arranged. Phone Di Trotter (0407 217312).
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