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A Note From the Chair 

The past twelve months have been 

extremely busy, mostly dealing with the 

repair of Hawes buildings damaged by 

Cyclone Seroja. This work will continue I 

estimate for another 6 months.  

With the recent easing of Covid 

restrictions, the Cruise Ships are 

returning to Geraldton and our ever-

willing Cathedral tour guides and museum 

volunteers are looking forward to 

showing off our John Hawes Interpretive 

Centre (museum) and St Francis Xavier 

Cathedral.  Some cruise ship passengers  

remark that seeing the Cathedral is the 

highlight of their cruise.   

Soon visitors to Geraldton will have the 

possibility of imbibing the amazing and 

contemplative retreat of The Hermitage 

here in Geraldton. This Arts and Crafts 

building will be available to visitors for 

short-term accommodation which will 

mesmerize and enchant them.  

In 2023 there will be the usual events that 

celebrate the cultural heritage of Hawes’ 

buildings in different ways.  As well as an 

Arts & Crafts Exhibition based on the 

life and works of John Hawes and the 

Camino San Francisco, a 4 day  

Pilgrimage is being  planned by Hawes 

Heritage Events.  In addition,  Australian 

Tour Company,  Casey’s Tours  has 

scheduled two  Monsignor John Hawes 

Architecture & History tours for 2023. 

In 2019  one of the worlds most talented 

organists, Johann Vexo, from Notre Dame 

Cathedral in Paris, together with French 

tenor Damien Riviere, performed in our 

Cathedral and enchanted the concert 

goers. Johann and Damien are touring 

Australia and New Zealand again in April 

2023 and will perform in St Francis Xavier 

Cathedral on Tuesday 18 April. Tickets 

to this event will be on sale soon and we 

are seeking sponsors to help cover 

expenses associated  with the event. 

Please  contact Gerry Eastman (0417 

912997) for further information. 

Can I end this final report for 2022 by 

thanking in particular Gerry Eastman for 

her continued passion for everything 

Hawes and for assisting me in my position 

as Chair of MHHI.  But, without our 

Board members, corporate and ordinary 

members, donors, sponsors and  

volunteers, as well as  those who support  

our many events, none of the 

achievements of MHHI would be possible. 

So, a very big thank you to you all. 

 

May the Lord grant you all a very 

Joyful and blessed Christmas, and 

a Happy and Peaceful New Year. 

 

God Bless you all. 

 

Fr Robert Cross (Chair) 

December 2022 

www.monsignorhawes.com 

       SAVE THE DATE     

Johann Vexo &  Damien Riviere 

In Concert in SFX Cathedral 

18th April  

 

Camino San Francisco  

28th -31st  July  

 

Hawes 4 Day Pilgrimage  

20th August  

http://www.monsignorhawes.com


 

 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN CYRIL HAWES 

Describing the Church of Our Lady of Mt Carmel & Sts Peter and Paul Mullewa 

I am building my heart into these stones and it is as likely as not (and perhaps to the greater glory of 

God) a broken heart at the end! Frustrated, disappointed, disillusioned; but I hope resigned and more 

detached from earthly things. 
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In 1933, Hawes built a tiny presbytery next to the Church of the 

Holy Cross in Morawa Western Australia for the visiting parish 

priest to sleep in overnight. This is the smallest Priest’s House in 

the Southern Hemisphere.  Being far too small and lacking in 

facilities for anyone to live in, it is now a tourist attraction.  It is 

another example of the Franciscan influence in Hawes’ life with 

its small spaces and lack of  ‘home comforts’. It contains no 

kitchen or bathroom facilities and is only about 2 metres square, 

however it’s array of quaint and artistic architectural features 

would not be out of place in a beautiful chapel. 

While it definitely wasn’t a luxurious place to stay, Hawes would 

have considered it an improvement on the many nights he  

passed sleeping on the floor boards in the swaying rattling guards' 

van of a stock train;  (Diary Mons J C Hawes p. 9) - which was his 

usual mode of transport to the ‘Bush Towns” of his Parish  — 

Mullewa, Morawa, Perenjori and Yalgoo.  

While this is considered the smallest Priest’s House in the 

Southern Hemisphere, another of his ‘accommodation units’  

which he built on Cat Island is even smaller. (see below) 

 

 

The Priest’s Lodge Morawa Western Australia 

This ‘Portiuncula’ was built by Hawes as a 

Priest’s Lodge next to St Francis of Assisi 

Church  on Cat Island in the Bahamas.  

The circular dome is  only 5 feet in diameter 

and the door is 4 feet high but you can stand 

upright inside . . . . . . 

(Letter from Hawes to Barbara Arnold in 

Australia ) 

The Lodge is in a 

state of disrepair and 

has been identified by 

Monsignor Hawes 

Heritage Inc as high 

priority for a funding 

application for repair 

work. 
      Photo Credit Tony Tropiano 

Features of the interior can be seen in this photo by Tony Tropiano.   

*The arched stained glass window       * The brick vaulted ceiling   

      *The buttressed corners       * The handmade cross and mantelpiece  

This cottage was built by  

Dean John Hawes  

First Rector & Architect of the  

Church of the Holy Cross 

Year of Our Lord 1933 

You can visit the Priest Lodge in Morawa at any time.  The Church of the Holy 

Cross next door  is closed except during the wildflower season (July-October) 

when it is open daily from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.    Vigil Mass is celebrated on Saturday 

at 5:30 p.m. of the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.   

In August this year, the Board of Monsignor Hawes Heritage Inc was successful in obtain-

ing a grant from the Western Australian History Foundation to purchase archival 

standard plan cabinets so that the plans, drawings, sketches and paintings of Monsignor 

Hawes could be rehoused.  MHHI is pleased to announce that this part of the project is 

now complete, and the plans and drawings are now safely stored in their new home. 

Conservation and encapsulation of the drawings and plans will continue in 2023 and the 

collection will soon be catalogued using a purpose-built Cultural Heritage  

Management System which will ensure ease of access, especially for research purposes.  It 

will also assist in the future conservation and management of the Diocese’s exceptionally 

significant cultural heritage holdings. 

MHHI is very grateful to the WA History Foundation for their very generous support in 

this ongoing project and to Board Member Ann Boyle for carrying out the archival work.  

CONSERVING THE HERITAGE OF HAWES 

Board Secretary Ann Boyle  is  

managing the archiving of the  

drawings and plans.  
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Monsignor Hawes Heritage Inc.  

is made up of people who are dedicated to the  

development, conservation and promotion  

of the Hawes story and heritage.  

If you are interested in the work, life and architecture 

of Monsignor John Hawes  

and wish to support the aims of the MHHI 

We welcome your Membership or Donation 

MEMBERSHIP OF MHHI 

• Visit Our Membership Page 

• Call at the MHHC Museum or Bishops  

           House Office  

• Contact Gerry (0417 912997) 

Fr Robert Cross—Chair Barbara Thomas  -  Treasurer 

Enzo Sirna Tanya Henkel 

Gerry Eastman  Membership 

Melissa Marquis Tony Critch Trudi Cornish 

Ann Boyle—Secretary Odhran O’Brien 

MEET   THE   BOARD 

HERMITAGE CELEBRATION 

A celebration was held at The Hermitage in Geraldton 

recently  to acknowledge the success of the Hermitage 

Appeal Fundraising Campaign and the re-unification of 

The Hermitage with the majority of the built heritage of 

Hawes which is in the possession of the Diocese of 

Geraldton.  

Fr Robert Cross thanked all those who had   

generously donated funds to the Appeal as well as those 

who had assisted with the  fundraising events, especially 

the very successful Car Raffle.   

Fr Robert was also acknowledged for his vision in  

launching this Appeal in June 2021.   In less than 12 

months, $130,000 has been raised which covered the  

purchase cost of the building as well as surplus funds for 

some minor repairs and furnishings.   

The letting and cleaning of the building will be managed 

by Jason Sampson & Debra Mitchell and bookings will be  

Warren Kalajzich, Elly Slootmans, Georgia Maynard  

                  & Ann Boyle 

Tony Critch, Brian Wake  

& Kevin Dean 

Charmaine Skipworth, Karin Grima  

& Linda  Thuijs 

Mandy Ley &  

Rachel Baker 

Phyllis Hayward, Mary Wake  

          &   Judy Critch 

available online as soon as the repair work is completed.  

The Hermitage is also available for hire  for events and  

hosted its first wedding recently. (see p.4) 

Enquiries:  Fr Robert Cross (0400 216088) 

https://www.monsignorhawes.com/monsignor-hawes-heritage-inc/
https://www.monsignorhawes.com/membership/


 

 

 

      DID YOU KNOW?  Donations to Monsignor Hawes Heritage Inc  are Tax  Deductible 

To donate contact Fr Robert Cross (0400 216 088) 

                            

The Romance  of  Hawes Heritage 
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WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN 
One of the most significant structures designed by Hawes but never built, was the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Perth  

(known as St Mary’s Cathedral).  Hawes was commissioned by Archbishop Clune of Perth in 1922, originally to design an extension 

to the existing Cathedral, which had been built in 1865.  During the design process Archbishop Clune was persuaded to  build a com-

pletely new Cathedral and once again commissioned Hawes to come up with the design.  Hawes spent a great deal of time on his 

Romanesque   design and even travelled to Europe where he consulted various artisans in England and travelled extensively through-

out Spain, Italy and France, visiting Cathedrals, and gleaning ideas that suited a Mediterranean climate.  He showed his  design to   

Pope Pius XI during a visit to Rome in June 1923, gaining his blessing and  approval and also exhibited the design in the Royal Acade-

my Summer Exhibition in London in 1923. He further refined his design on his return to Western Australia and presented his final 

watercolour painting of the proposed grand Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception to Archbishop Clune in August 1923.   

But not everyone in the Perth Archdiocese was in favour of Hawes and his design and on 1st December 1923 the following notice 

appeared in the Perth Builder and Engineering Register.    

The ability of the Reverend Father Hawes is unquestioned and is amply demonstrated by the beautiful design which we have illustrated. We 

believe however, that the services of a professional architect will be availed of so that the vast amount of detail work always associated with this 

class of building may receive the requisite amount of care and attention.  

While Hawes had been aware all along of the opposition to him being appointed architect for the Cathedral, he was bitterly  

disappointed with this decision, especially when Architect Michael  Cavanagh’s Gothic design was published  in The Record  December 

1924. The Cathedral was subsequently expanded, as was first planned, using  Cavanagh’s  design and was blessed and opened by  

Archbishop Clune in 1930. Due to the lack of funds at the time, the Cathedral wasn’t completed until 2009. 

Design submitted to Archbishop Clune in August 1923.   

 

Design shown to Pope Pius XI and exhibited at the  

Royal Academy Summer Exhibition May 1923. 

Leigh & Sterling in 

Camino San Francisco 

2021 

Leigh O’Brien and Sterling 

Brown have had a long association 

with the John Hawes story and have 

a great passion for his heritage.  

In 2015 they were both drawn to the  

inaugural Camino San Francisco 

experience and joined the group 

which walked from Northampton  to 

Geraldton via Nanson.  

That was how they met!  

Leigh & Sterling have been part of 

several  Caminos since then and 

on December 4th 2022 they  

chose the  beautiful Hawes Arts & 

Crafts Hermitage in which to  

exchange their  wedding vows.     

  

We wish Leigh and Sterling every 

blessing as they continue their 

life’s Camino together.  
Leigh & Sterling on their  
           wedding day.  


