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Welcome to the third edition of the MHHI Newsletter distributed to members and friends of the Association. We aim
to circulate this newsletter bi-monthly throughout the year to keep everyone abreast of our activities and invite your
input to keep the important history of Monsignor Hawes alive throughout the Midwest of Western Australia

A note from the Board,
During August we launched the Audio Tours Project! We were able
to launch the CD at the Annual Mullewa Wildflower Festival on
Sunday August 22nd with kind words from Father Michael
Morrissey (Board Chair), Local MP Ian Blayney and Mullewa
Shire President Nino Messina

WHAT CAN I DO?
Monsignor Hawes Heritage
are always looking for new
members and people keen be
involved in keeping the spirit
alive!

The CD is available for purchase for $19.95 at Visitors Centre’s
and Parishes across the mid west and of course you can purchase
directly from MHHI by contacting the Secretary.
A reminder to all that the MHHI Annual General Meeting will be

If you would like to be
involved or know someone
who might, please complete
the membership application
form on our website or
contact the secretary

held at 10.15am on Wednesday 13th October 2010 at Bishop’s
House in Geraldton. We would welcome any members wishing to
attend and invite applications for Board Positions to be submitted
to the Secretary.
The next Board Meeting will be held following the AGM on
October 13th.

▬PO Box 1366 GERALDTON WA 6530▬
▬www.monsignorhawes.com.au▬
▬secretary@monsignorhawes.com.au▬

FOCUS BUILDING
Each issue we will profile a Hawes
Hawes building.
building. This
This issue we have printed an excerpt from the history of St James Church at
Kojarena provided to MHHI by local Geraldton resident and parishioner Pat Mills submitted to MHHI in 2009.
2009.
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For many years the simple little stone chapel, nestled into the
hillside at Kojarena, presented a rather forlorn and neglected
picture to the passerby. It was hard to imagine that it had once
been the centre not only for the local Catholic community, but
for the community at large.
During the late 1890s, James and Maggie O'Brien took up some
of the first land in the Kojarena area to be farmed. They arrived
from Greenough with their three small children and decided to
make the area their home. A modest stone homestead was
built and another 8 children were to be born at the homestead
(sadly two infants died), leaving a family of two daughters and
seven sons.
James and Maggie had a strong Catholic faith (no doubt due to
their Irish/Spanish heritage. (Maggie's father Francisco
Ventura, had arrived from Spain, and joined Bishop Salvado as
a lay missionary at New Norcia in the 1840s, before leaving the
mission in 1856 and later marrying)
From around 1900 Mass was celebrated monthly in the
O’Brien’s sitting room. Father O'Hare and Father Flavan from
the Walkaway-Greenough area took it in turn to travel to
Kojarena. They would arrive on a Saturday afternoon, give
religious instruction to the local children, spend the night at the
little room at the O'Brien's (always referred to as the priest's
room) and celebrate Mass on the Sunday morning. This was
always followed by a hearty morning tea for all the
parishioners.
This practice was to continue for 35 years! During these years,
James and Maggie continued to dream of having a "little
church" nearby. At every opportunity, Maggie would try to
raise funds with this end in view. She held raffles, social
evenings at the homestead where the local would gather and
play Euchre and all contribute what they could for the "church
fund".
In 1934, Father John Hawes, who at that time was the Parish
priest of Mullewa, was asked by Bishop O'Collins to draw up a
set of plans for a simple chapel, for Kojarena. The O’Brien’s
were delighted, and offered a small parcel of their farmland,
adjacent to their home, on which to build their much
anticipated "little church"
The Chapel was officially opened in 1935, after having been
built by Arthur Osborne of Walkaway. He was assisted by Norm
Bagley also of Walkaway. The stone was quarried locally, and
carted to the site by volunteers,

much of it on Con Culloton's truck. A large gathering attended the
opening, all contributing to Maggie's "church
fund".
A title or caption
about the photograph.
By this time the chapel was under the supervision of the
Northampton parish, and the visiting priest was Father James
Irwin. Father John Hawes was heard to remark at the opening, that
no wonder the chapel was named St. James, as the three men
instrumental in its being were all named James. Bishop O'Collins,
Father Irwin, and James O'Brien.
As the building was a "chapel of ease" (subordinate to a church, and
designed for use as a church for outlying areas) it was able to be
used for other occasions. The little building w a s u s e d b y t h e
B r i n g o S c h o o l , there were regular dances held and Maggie
continued her fund Raising efforts whenever the opportunity arose.
Mass was celebrated fortnightly in the chapel, and the visiting priest
once more was made welcome, by Maggie. Following Mass all and
sundry would go down once more to the O'Brien's homestead and
partake of morning tea.
Unfortunately all this was to end when, in 1982, it was decided that
owing to the shortage of priests and the availability of Masses in
Geraldton the little chapel would close. The final Mass was said there
th
on 14 March 1982 and during the ensuing years, the chapel fell
into disrepair.
During 2007, some members of the O'Brien family, who felt a strong
attachment to the Church, banded together, provided funds, expertise,
and lots of energy into repairing the damage, to make the chapel
something their grandparents would again be proud of.
In celebration of their efforts a Mass was said there with over 200
members of the extended family attending. It was decided to make
this a yearly event which is open to all interested people.

This article has been edited to meet space restrictions, to read the full version, see www.monsignorhawes.com.au

