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A Note From the Chair 

I come with several pieces of Good News 

that shows the vibrancy and scope of what 

Monsignor Hawes Heritage Incorporated is 

all about!  

The first exciting news item is that some 

months ago I was approached by Mr Peter 

Thomas to discuss the possibility of 

promoting the saintly cause of 

Monsignor Hawes or Fra Jerome as he 

was affectionately known in the Bahamas 

after leaving Geraldton. After some 

discussions and a Teams meeting that 

included Archbishop Pinder of Nassau in 

the Bahamas, and Bishop Morrissey in 

Geraldton and several others, a decision 

was made to proceed with promoting the 

cause of Monsignor Hawes. Elsewhere in 

this newsletter is a request for information 

that details any heroic virtues evident in the 

life of Hawes as well as information that 

demonstrates both devotion to him and 

requests for his intercession for Divine 

assistance.   

After several years of discussions and 

negotiations to reacquire Monsignor 

Hawes’ Geraldton Hermitage, and as a 

result of donations we have received as 

well as the current car raffle, I am expecting 

the contract of sale for the Hermitage 

will be signed in the next couple of 

weeks. Once we have ownership of the 

building  we will carry out some necessary 

maintenance to make it ready as a Bed and 

Breakfast and a venue for gatherings and 

meetings, or any other compatible use. So if 

you are planning a holiday to Geraldton 

soon, inquire about the availability of the 

Hermitage or even make an appointment to 

visit and acquaint yourself with the place. 

Some more Good News is that planning for 

the Camino San Francisco is well 

advanced and I expect we will formally 

begin accepting registrations in the next 

week or two. This will be a Camino not to 

be missed, taking in not only the built 

heritage of Hawes in Mullewa but the 

natural heritage of East Yuna. Hawes loved 

animals and nature as evidenced in his 

architectural passion for the Arts and 

Crafts and his spiritual passion for St 

Francis of Assisi who had a great love of  

“Brother Sun and Sister Moon” and all of 

God’s creation. 

The last piece of Good News is the distinct 

possibility that the Monsignor Hawes 

Heritage Centre Café/Restaurant may soon 

reopen. We have a passionate experienced 

chef with tertiary training in hospitality 

ready and willing to open the restaurant as 

soon as possible. He is a man of faith in all 

senses of the word and will bring vibrancy 

to the facility.  

There is so much else happening in the 

space of MHHI as evidenced in this 

Newsletter, for example the forthcoming 

May Day Fete. Also, don’t forget to buy a 

ticket in the Car Raffle. 

These are exciting times for MHHI. The 

Heritage of Hawes has always had an 

enormous potential. All it needs is people 

with vision and passion – that is you. Get 

on board if you aren’t already and enjoy the 

ride!   

Fr Robert Cross (Chair MHHI)  

March 2022 

      Coming Up ……. 

Car Raffle Draw          May 1 

May Day Fete              May 1  

Camino 2022               July  29  

Historic Homesteads   Aug 14 

Go to website to check  ticket availability           www.monsignorhawes.com 

Hawes’ sculpture of Donatello’s Boy 1895 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com


 

 

The Hermitage Geraldton 
The Hermitage was built in 1935 on two blocks of land  

purchased by Hawes for £45 and registered in the name of the 

Bishop of Geraldton.  It was designed and paid for by Hawes  as 

a Chaplain’s residence for the nearby St John of God Hospital, a 

position Hawes envisaged for himself in his retirement. However 

this did not eventuate  and the first resident of 

the unique building was actually Fr James 

Prendergast, who was the hospital chaplain from 

1936-1943. 

Prendergast was a great friend of Hawes so 

Hawes did subsequently  stay overnight in The 

Hermitage on many occasions, together with his 

dog Dominie. Fr Prendergast also had a fox 

terrier, Rory, the son of Dominie, and Hawes paints a beautiful 

picture in his diary  of their times  together in the Hermitage.  

In the winter when it was cold, and the wind and rain were whistling 

and moaning outside, we had a big fire of logs in the great stone 

fireplace and we sat contentedly smoking our pipes, with our two dogs 

lying at our feet stretched out in the firelight. 

The strong devotion to the dogs was reflected in the inclusion of 

a doggy door in the bathroom area and a wooden carving of 

Dominie which was positioned on the Newel Post at the  base of 

the stairs to the mezzanine floor.  This was removed by 

unknown persons during a time of dilapidation and neglect.  

Internal Features 

The roof timber beams are all karri and were axe-hewn by 

sleeper hewers at the timber mills in Manjimup in the south of 

Western Australia. The stone for the  fire place  was salvaged 

by Hawes from some of the earliest cottages built  in Geraldton.  

The  parquet floor  was cut from well-seasoned old rafters 

from the same cottages, and the doors were also 

salvaged from these buildings.  

As the home was designed for the Chaplain of the 

hospital it doesn’t contain a kitchen as the priest would 

have eaten at the hospital convent across the road.  

In this ‘pretty little home’, as it was described in The 

Cathedral Chronicle in January 1936, there are some 

classic Arts & Crafts features such as the stained glass  

hearts in the windows and carved hearts in the timber 

balustrades.  There is also  an inscription painted on a purlin on 

the ceiling of the Mezzanine floor written in Latin  (Psalm 38:14) 

which translates to,  Forgive me that I may be refreshed 

before I depart and will be no more.  

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN CYRIL HAWES 

I cleaned out the small cave below the Oratory and built up the entrance and door 

making the cave a proper ‘Burial Crypt’.  A hermit, to be a proper hermit, must some-

times sleep in his grave. 

Hawes created his burial place beneath his Hermitage on Cat Island and slept in it several 

times before his death. He also left written instructions for his burial. 

Picture shows Emeritus Bishop Justin Bianchini praying at the door of the Burial Site in 2018 
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The Easter Story features prominently on the pathway to Hawes’  Hermitage on Cat Island 

Tours of the building can be arranged by contacting        Gerry 0417 912997   monsignorhawes@gmail.com 

Hawes’ Sketch of  

Burial Instructions 

www.monsignorhawes.com 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com


 

 

www.monsignorhawes.com 
 

Fri 29th July -  Sun 31st July  

Destinations:  Mullewa and East Yuna 

For further information  and to register your 

interest go to www.monsignorhawes.com 
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WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN 
   Monsignor Hawes left a great legacy for the  Diocese of 

Geraldton and subsequently Monsignor Hawes Heritage Inc. 

has been able to create a very popular tourist attraction, the 

Hawes Heritage Trail which includes over 20 Hawes-related 

sites. . However it would have been even more extensive 

but for the foresight/reservations  of some of the local  

farmers who weren’t prepared to take on a debt to  build a 

Chapel of Ease at Devil’s Creek (an area south of Mullewa) 

in 1937/38.  The  Chapel of St Michael and All Angel’s  was to 

be situated on the little hill South Side of Road above the old 

homestead of the Keeffe’s.  Hawes had great confidence in the 

success of the venture and submitted plans for a building 

with a 30x16 foot interior to the Public Works Department.  

The original design was for a stone building but Hawes later 

noted ‘local stone too rough for use - and difficult to quarry  

- cheaper to use brick’.  Hawes had promised to contribute 

£200 towards the cost of the building, but he finally accepted 

that it wasn’t going to happen in April 1940 and he donated  

the £200 to the Walkaway Church instead (also never built).   

Although Hawes had been upset with the rejection of his 

scheme, he later conceded that the Devil’s Creek people still 

had an obligation to help pay off the Mullewa debt and he  

didn’t blame them for being hesitant about taking on more 

debt. 

HISTORIC HOMESTEADS 

TOUR 
Sunday 14th  August 2022        

9:00—5:00 
To register your interest contact  Gerry:  

monsignorhawes@gmail.com    0417 912997 

NOT TO BE MISSED 
St Francis Xavier Cathedral, the Monsignor Hawes Heritage Centre, and  

The Hermitage 
 will be featured in the current series of the Caravan & Camping WA  

state-wide television program!  
 

Sat. April 23rd      Channel 7 & GWN       5:30 pm 

monsignorhawes.com
mailto:monsignorhawes@gmail.com


 

 

www.monsignorhawes.com 

David Lisle, a St Francis Xavier  

Cathedral Geraldton parishioner, has a 

connection to Hawes with a difference.  

His parents both met  Hawes in the  

Bahamas.  David’s father John Lisle was 

an Anglican priest in the Bahamas in the 

late 1940’s early 50’s  and was working 

as a Prison Chaplain in Nassau when he 

met Hawes. In his Biography ‘Tall  

Order,” John Lisle describes his first 

meeting with Hawes, who was by then a Catholic Franciscan 

known as Fra Jerome.  . . . . . I found Fra Jerome lying on a bench 

wearing a pair of dirty jeans and a tattered shirt. I thought it was 

rather odd to see him dressed in such  

a way because I knew he was a cul-

tured man.  He was elderly but in rea-

sonable health. I felt comfortable being 

with him—he was a very welcoming 

gentleman.  Our paths were to cross 

several times over the next few years.  

David’s mother Mary was a nurse 

and she  met Hawes when he was 

admitted to hospital in Nassau pri-

or to being transferred to Miami 

where he ultimately passed away. 

 

Little did Lisle know when he met Hawes  that he was to  

follow in Hawes’ footsteps in more ways than one. He had  

already imitated his early life by becoming an Anglican minister 

in England and answering a call for missionaries in The  

Bahamas.   

In the Foreword to Lisle’s Biography, Emeritus Archbishop 

Barry Hickey connects the two characters by saying  . .   It is 

intriguing that two Anglican missionaries in the Bahamas have had a 

significant impact on the Catholic Church in Western Australia.   

John Lisle and his family moved to Western Australia in the 

1960’s when he was employed as an Anglican Minister at Mt 

Barker.   In 1969, Lisle made history by  becoming  one of 3 

married Anglican Ministers to be ordained as Catholic Priests  

by Archbishop Goody of Perth.  

Father Lisle is also mentioned by Tony Evans in the Preface to 

his biography of Hawes. ‘The Conscious Stone.’ Lisle   

accompanied Evans on his journeys around the Mid West, 

researching the story of Hawes. 

David has kindly donated his father’s 

signed copy of Soliloquies of a Solitary by 

Fra Jerome to the Geraldton Diocesan 

archives as well as a hand written letter 

by Hawes to the publisher of the book, 

Fr J Senan Moynihan.  

 

Do you have photos, impressions, or special connections to the heritage or person of  

 Monsignor Hawes that you would like to share?   

Contact:  Gerry  -  monsignorhawes@gmail.com     (0417 912997)       P O Box 46 Geraldton 6531 
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Fr John & Mary Lisle were 

married in Nassau  

The Bahamas in 1956.  

David Lisle beside the 

statue of Hawes at 

the Monsignor Hawes 

Heritage Centre. 

MEMBERSHIP OF MONSIGNOR HAWES HERITAGE INC 

If you would like to support the work of MHHI in conserving and celebrating the legacy of John Hawes in the Midwest of WA  

JOIN MHHI 

As an Ordinary Member ($25per annum)  or as a Corporate Sponsor ($100 per annum).  

If you are unsure whether you are already a member, check the list on our Membership Page. 

Phone 0417 912 997 

The Cause of John Cyril Hawes 

Inquiries are underway to determine whether there is evidence of heroic virtue in the life of 

Monsignor John Cyril Hawes (AKA Fra Jerome) (1876—1956) that might give cause to promote 

him for sainthood.  

Heroic virtue is understood to mean evidence of a person exhibiting all the virtues higher than the 

average person.   

In addition, evidence is requested of any recourse to Monsignor Hawes for divine intercession and 

any favours received since the time of his death to the present. 

                       If you have any information you would like to share please email 

 Fr Robert Cross at heritage@diocese-geraldton.org 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com
https://www.monsignorhawes.com/membership/

