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A Note From the Chair
Welcome to our first MHHI Newsletter for of these events can be found on page 3 of
2021. There is already a lot to report on this newsletter and on our website.
from the MHHI Board.

Can I encourage you to promote these

In February we submitted a grant request to events among your friends and through your
the WA Heritage Council Grants Pro- businesses and even consider joining in!
gramme for 50% of the costs for a ‘Scope of The Diocese is currently looking to purchase
Works’ to be drawn up to conserve The Hawes’ Geraldton Hermitage from the State
Priest Lodge in Morawa and San Spirito Government, who acquired it through a land
Cemetery Chapel in Utakarra. If we are swap arrangement in the 1980’s. This will
successful,

MHHI

has

agreed

to allow this very unique and significant piece of
provide the remaining 50% from funds raised Hawes’ heritage to be re-united with the
through Membership Fees

and Hawes majority of the built heritage of Hawes which

Heritage Events.

What’s inside …..

is in the possession of the Diocese of
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The big challenge will be finding the funds to Geraldton. Once in the ownership of the
necessary Diocese it is planned to make The Her-
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conservation works to save The Priest mitage available as a B & B, for tours, and
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Lodge from collapse and the irreversible small meetings or gatherings. The cost to

A day in the Life . . .
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MHHC

carry

out

the

urgent

and

deterioration to the fabric of the Utakarra purchase The Hermitage from the GovernCemetery Chapel. But the grant request is ment will be in the vicinity of $70,000. If you
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the first and a necessary step in the right would like to contribute towards this cost
direction.

(large and small donations or

an interest

Hawes Heritage Events are busy at the free loan are welcome), please contact me.
moment organising events in conjunction As I said, there is a lot happening and I
with

the

forthcoming

Shore Leave haven’t even spoken about the proposed

Coming Events
Camino San Francisco
Cathedral by Candlelight
Concert

Festival in Geraldton (May 6-9). In addition, Hawes Heritage Foundation. More on
from Friday evening 30 April to Sunday after- that in the next newsletter.
noon 2 May, the very popular Camino San Fr Robert Cross (Chair MHHI)
Francisco will be on again. Further details heritage@diocese-geraldton.org

Hidden Treasures of
Hawes Tours

This model of Our Lady of Mt Carmel Church Mullewa can be seen in the
WA Museum Boola Bardip in Perth.
The model was created by a Perth model-making company Modeldyne and we thank
them for providing us with this photograph and permitting us to publish it.

Photo courtesy of Modeldyne

The story of Monsignor John Hawes and Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church is one of the many stories within a section of the
Museum called the
‘Wall of Love and Loss’ in the Reflections gallery, which shares
Western Australian stories of love and loss from people from all
walks of life. Hawes’ story represents a dedication to faith and
architecture, and shares Hawes’ love for his community and
church.
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Sacred Heart Convent – Northampton
This was one of Hawes’s earliest buildings in the
Geraldton Diocese. He completed the design
work in early 1919, the foundation stone was laid
in February of that year and the building was
opened by Bishop Kelly in October.
The convent was built for the Presentation Sisters
who had endured many years living in
substandard accommodation in a building they
had inherited from the Sisters of St Joseph.
Although some funds had been raised for new
premises, it wasn’t until the war had ended that
Bishop Kelly commissioned Fr Hawes to design
and build the Sacred Heart Convent. Hawes was
able to use some of the tradesmen who had just
completed the 1st stage of St Francis Xavier
Cathedral including Mr Joseph Bailey the
Foreman, Mr Rowe the carpenter, and the
plasterers Mooney and Jenner.
The cost of the convent was £1200 of which
Bishop Kelly contributed
£400, the Sisters
provided £200 and eight parishioners provided a
bank loan guarantee for the balance. Mr W
Fanning secured and paid for the bulk of the
stone and many other parishioners offered their
time and services.
As well as the sisters, the convent housed
boarders including boys to the age of 12.
The sisters vacated the building in 1983 and it is
now used as Backpacker Accommodation.
The centenary of the Sacred Heart Convent was
celebrated in 2019 and many past pupils returned
to Northampton for the occasion.

Detailed drawings for Chapel, Sacred Heart Convent Northampton

Sacred Heart Convent

Northampton

What Might Have Been
Hawes had also designed a small chapel for the
Sisters in Northampton which was never built.
Instead, a room on the ground floor of the convent
was used as a chapel and eventually Hawes
incorporated a nun’s tribune, similar to that in St
Francis Xavier Cathedral, in the Church of Our
Lady of Ara Coeli next door to the convent.
If built, the chapel would have been another of
‘Hawes Gems’ we have scattered throughout the
Mid-West of WA. The design incorporated many
of Hawes’ signature features which make his
buildings so unique and attractive. His detailed
plans show that it would have had the stripes of St
Francis Xavier Cathedral and the elaborate
baroque altar which he had already built in the
Anglican Church of St Paul’s in The Bahamas,
and which would be closely imitated in Our Lady
of Mt Carmel in Mullewa.

Altar designed by Hawes in St Pauls Church, Long Island The Bahamas

From the Writings of John Cyril Hawes
Extract from a letter home describing the work of the Presentation Sisters. They had been present in Mullewa
for some time before Hawes was appointed as the first Parish Priest in 1921.
Grand women. All were Irish out from the old country. It’s a wonderful thing, refined and educated women, leaving comfortable homes, and
then giving up even the ordinary spiritual consolations of the cloister to live out in these dreary back-block places, where they are often a fortnight without Mass, but with the consolation of having Our Lord in the tabernacle with them. They do a power of good, and the Protestants
recognise it, in that so many of them withdraw their children from the State schools and send them to the nearest convent school, knowing
that not only is the standard of secular education higher, with music, painting, dancing, etc. taught, but that the children learn better manners
at the Catholic schools, including obedience and courtesy.
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Highlights
 Breakfast at Tibradden Station
 Visit to Minnenooka Homestead
 Mass in St Joseph’s Chapel Kojarena
 Visit to St Thomas Church (Circa 1878) at Bradley Crossing
 Visit to St John’s Church Circa (1874)

& Convent (1902) Bootenal
 Lunches beside the Greenough River
 Visit to The Hermitage Geraldton
 Comfortable accommodation in the bush setting of

Echidna Park
www.monsignorhawes.com

Information & Registration www.monsignorhawes.com OR

Phone Fr Robert

99213221

Come and enjoy a fabulous concert with the
Fremantle Chamber Orchestra
and acclaimed organist
Jacinta Jakovcevic
in the beautiful candle-lit
St Francis Xavier Cathedral
with its great acoustics, architecture, pipe organ and
The Geraldton Bells
With a programme of popular classics to delight all

This promises to be an unforgettable

classical concert experience

Tickets ($45) which include Pre-Concert drinks at shoreleavefestival.com.

Thanks to our CONCERT SPONSORS

Join us as we take you on a tour of the
‘Hidden Treasures of Hawes’.

May 6th & May 8th 9am -11:30am
The tour will start at
Monsignor Hawes Heritage Centre. You will travel
by bus to San Spirito Chapel at Utakarra, then to
The Hermitage, and finally to
St Francis Xavier Cathedral,
with a guided tour at each location.
Finish the tour with morning tea while enjoying the sound
of
The Geraldton Bells

Tickets ($25) which include Morning Tea

at shoreleavefestival.com
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF FR JOHN HAWES

PARISH PRIEST MULLEWA

Below is an extract from a letter written by Fr Hawes to Mother Brigid of the Presentation Sisters in 1919 during the
Spanish Influenza Epidemic. Pindar is approximately 30 kms from Mullewa.
… Sunday I saddled my horse before daybreak so as to arrive for a
Mass at Pindar at 8:30; found inhabitants all prostrate with the ‘flu –
(and one) had shot himself dead at midnight in his
camp just outside the Hotel – had been delirious with
sickness . . . I rang up Mullewa to communicate with
Police but to no avail and so had to constitute myself
coroner, and decided, for the health of those in
Pindar, to bury him at once. A soldier lad and myself
shouldered pick and shovel and between us dug the
grave – then came back, rolled the corpse up in
blankets, lifted it onto a cart, and then having set fire
to the dead man’s camp and belongings, went out to
the grave . . . .

After dinner I baptised the two fatherless babies. Their mother is
coming down to Mrs Merritt’s later on.
Hawes goes on to describe how, having left Yalgoo at
4 p.m. to return to Mullewa in time for Benediction he
became lost and was late arriving but then, having heard
that one of his parishioners was very sick, went to
anoint him.
. . . . . So what with stiffness in the back where Dr
Hungerford stuck me on Friday and digging the grave and
riding about 45 miles I was fairly ready for bed!
‘Between Devotion and Design’

John J Taylor p. 72

Launch of Hawes Heritage Trail Map and USB
A new ’Package’ for those wishing to discover the buildings and life story of the amazing priest/architect John
Hawes in the Mid-West and Gascoyne regions of WA, has been developed by Monsignor Hawes Heritage Inc.
The Hawes Heritage Trail was developed several years ago. As well as signage being erected at 15 Hawes sites,
a CD with 17 informative and entertaining tracks detailing the life and work of Monsignor Hawes was available for
purchase. As most modern cars no longer have a CD player, this audio has now been transferred onto a USB
Thumb Drive which has an accompanying map locating the Heritage Trail buildings and other interesting sites
associated with John Hawes.

MHHI are very grateful to Geraldton Toyota for sponsoring the Thumb Drives and to
Lise Doyle of Badaboum Design for designing the map.

Rob Houwen of Geraldton Toyota
with MHHC Manager Di Trotter

The Packages are available at MHHC for $5.50.

Between Devotion
& Design
by John Taylor
$50

Stone Upon Stone
by Steve Marshall
$40

Architectural Gems
of John Hawes
by Rob Lefroy

Upon This Rock
DVD
by Sr Chau Ho OP

Hawes Heritage Trail
Map & USB

$20

$20

$5.50

The Heritage Centre is located at 56 Cathedral Ave Geraldton Open Daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
email: mhhc.admin@westnet.com.au
www.monsignorhawes.com/heritagecentre/
Postage of Merchandise can be arranged

Phone Di Trotter 0407 217312
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