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A Note From the Chair 

June    2021 

As usual, a lot has been happening in the 

realm of MHHI. 

Since our last newsletter Cyclone Seroja 

paid us an unwelcome visit, damaging several 

of Hawes’ buildings, including: 

• OL in  Ara Coeli Church, Northampton 

• Sacred Heart Convent, Northampton 

• Our Lady of Fatima Church, Nanson 

• Presentation Convent, Nanson 

• O L of Mt Carmel Church,  Mullewa 

• The Priesthouse, Mullewa 

• Holy Cross Church, Morawa 

• The Priest’s Lodge, Morawa 

• St Joseph’s Church, Perenjori 

Fortunately, most of the repairs should be 

covered by insurance, but not in every  

instance as a lack of maintenance contribut-

ed to their damage. Cyclone Seroja has  

highlighted the existential threat many of 

Monsignor Hawes buildings are facing as 

once financially viable parishes that sustained 

these buildings are in terminal decline and no 

longer able to fund their maintenance. New 

ways of funding are required and it is in this 

regard that MHHI is stepping up to the plate! 

This can be seen in the following ways:-  

We have been successful with our  

application for a WA Heritage Council 

Grant to prepare Scopes of Work for the 

Priest Lodge Morawa, Convent and School-

Church of Our Lady of Fatima Nanson, and 

San  Spirito Cemetery Chapel Utakarra. Fifty  

percent of  the cost for these Scopes of 

Works,  ($8525), has been granted, with the  

remaining 50%  to be paid from MHHI funds. 

Heritage architect John Taylor has already 

commenced this work.  

Monsignor Hawes Heritage Events as ever 

has been working hard to celebrate the  

heritage of Monsignor Hawes. A very  

successful Camino San Francisco  was  

conducted from 30 April to 2 June which 

raised  $2,400 for the conservation of 

Hawes heritage.   

More recently, a very successful Pilgrimage 

of Hawes’ buildings in the Midwest was  

undertaken by members of the Equestrian 

Order of the Holy Sepulchre of  

Jerusalem, contributing a further $1400 for 

conservation works. Currently we are nego-

tiating possibly two or three similar pilgrim-

ages to be held in August and September.   

So, congratulations to everyone involved in 

these past and planned events. Celebrating 

the heritage of Hawes in these diverse ways 

builds our sense of community and  

belonging, and  ensures  the future of the 

heritage of Monsignor Hawes.  

    Fr Robert Cross (MHHI Chair) 

    heritage@diocese-geraldton.org 

  Coming Events 
Cathedral by Candlelight 

Concert 

24th September 

 

Arts & Crafts  

in the Piazza 

Friday 29th October 

 

Christmas in the Piazza 

Sunday 5th December 

THE HERMITAGE FUND 

Thanks to those who responded to Fr Robert’s appeal for funds to purchase 

Hawes’ Hermitage in Geraldton. (see March Newsletter for information). 

While there is strong support for the idea, there is still a way to go to reach the 

$70,000 needed and  Fr Robert would welcome any further  contributions. 
 

If you’re interested in booking a S tay at the Hermitage (By Donation) 

Contact  Fr Robert Cross  (99 213221)  heritage@diocese-geraldton.org 

  Coming Events 
Cathedral by Candlelight 

Concert 

24th September 

 

Arts & Crafts  

in the Piazza 

Friday 29th October 

 

Christmas in the Piazza 

Sunday 5th December 

https://shoreleavefestival.com.au
https://shoreleavefestival.com.au
https://www.monsignorhawes.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/March-2021-Online-Newsletter-.pdf
https://shoreleavefestival.com.au
https://shoreleavefestival.com.au
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Melangata Station Homestead 

Melangata Station homestead was designed by Hawes in 1917,  

not long after his arrival in Western Australia.  It was the first 

residential building designed by him in WA and was built for a 

fellow-convert from the Anglican faith to Catholicism, Caleb 

Charles Williamson.  Williamson  owned the General Store in 

Yalgoo and in 1915  purchased Melangata Station. He had 

become friendly with the local Parish Priest/Architect,  and 

commissioned him to provide a home for his family of 8 to settle 

on the station.  Hawes designed and oversaw the building of the 

Homestead.   

The design was  Inter-War Romanesque which is a style that is 

often repeated in Hawes’ works in WA.  It  has thick stone walls 

with a corrugated iron roof and  a tower for easy-viewing of the 

property.  It also has a breezeway which is open to the elements 

to allow the breeze to cool the building in the harsh summer.     

Hawes apparently painted a mural on the west side of the entry 

breezeway walls, depicting  Geraldton from Mt Misery (Mt Scott) 

but sadly that  has since been covered over. 

The home boasts 6 bedrooms,  and a large living room with a 

hand-painted pressed metal ceiling painted by H C Jermy as well 

as  a large Bay Window.   The most fascinating  feature which 

sets it apart from any other Station Homestead is the  tiny 

private chapel leading off the living room. 

 Melangata Station Homestead,   Yalgoo 

Melangata Station now operates as a Station Stay with live-in and 

camping facilities.  It is located  about 70kms north of Yalgoo on 

the Melangata Rd (formerly the Yalgoo to Cue Rd) and is  

operated by Ms Jo Clews.  For more information or to plan a visit 

                                   Click Here     

 

 

Melangata Today 

The Living Room with pressed metal ceiling and Bay Window 

The Chapel in Melangata Station Homestead 

From the Writings of John Cyril Hawes  

The Homestead has 7 Arches  

I have just one little treasured photo-snap that I allowed myself to keep and to take away with me - of a sturdy 

black and white fox-terrier standing in a patch of West Australian wild flowers tail up and head cocked on one side 

with bright eyes regarding me; and as often as I look at it (and this must not be too often) always the tears come 

into my eyes and a choking lump in my throat. Dearest little brother Dominie, Faithful heart. I thank you for the 

love you bore me. What a beautiful gift of God.  God  lets us have such lovely things to cheer us on our way and be 

a medium of education for us. 

Taken from the Autobiography of John Hawes written in The Bahamas  -  on learning of the death of his beloved Dominie in Australia, 

https://www.joclewscooking.com/blank-c1t1b
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The 4th Camino San Francisco saw  28 keen walkers embark  on the 2 day walk through the hinterland of  

Geraldton, discovering some of the historic  buildings and properties associated with the earliest settlers in the  

Geraldton region and the churches that were built to cater for them.  The group gathered at St Francis Xavier Cathedral 

on Friday evening, 30th April, and after being presented with their Abrolhos Scallop Pilgrim Shells and Passports, they 

checked into  Echidna Park Sporting Club for the next 2 nights.  

The weather was  perfect for walkers both days as they enjoyed the hospitality at  Tibradden and  Minninooka Stations,  

had Mass in St James Kojarena & St Peter’s Greenough,  and visited the repurposed  St Thomas’ s Church, Georgina and 

St John’s  Church and  Convent, Bootenal.  The group also visited The Hermitage in Geraldton before their triumphant 

arrival back at St  Francis Xavier Cathedral to the sound of The Geraldton Bells.   

 SAVE THE DATE 
 

ARTS & CRAFTS IN THE PIAZZA             FRIDAY 29TH OCTOBER 

CHRISTMAS IN THE PIAZZA                   SUNDAY 5TH DECEMBER 

 

The group gathered around the Statue of John Hawes at the MHHC  

Jo, Colleen and Cheryl The long road ahead Fiona and Mum Leona Ana and Michelle Fr Robert leads the group to 

the Cathedral 

    St Andrew’s Carnamah       Priest’s Lodge Morawa 

       The Hermitage Palmina, Fr Robert & Jan in Nanson 

St Joseph’s Church Perenjori Mass in the Crypt Kevin, Fr Robert and Maria at the  

Skywalk Kalbarri 

Mass in Our Lady of Mt Carmel 

Mullewa 

A group of 20 Pilgrims from Perth recently took part in   

a Hawes Heritage Tour of the Midwest lead by  

Fr Robert Cross.  They  managed to visit most of the Hawes 

buildings from Carnamah to Northampton and were amazed 

at the legacy John Hawes  left in Western Australia. 
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Between Devotion & Design 

by John Taylor 

$50 

Stone Upon Stone 

by Steve Marshall 

$40 

Architectural Gems  

of John Hawes 

by  Rob Lefroy 

$20 

Upon This Rock 

DVD  

by Sr Chau  Ho  OP 

$20 

56 Cathedral Ave  Geraldton   WA            Open Daily 10 - 4   Ph: 99379504 

ENRICO BOSCHETTI   - FROM RASPANO ITALY TO GERALDTON WESTERN AUSTRALIA  

John Hawes loved to imitate the churches he had seen in Italy and he must have thought he’d struck gold when he 

discovered an accomplished Italian craftsman living in Geraldton - just as he was putting the  finishing touches to his 

beloved Cathedral.   

Hawes Heritage Trail  

Map & USB 

$5.50 

Come and enjoy a fabulous concert with the  

Fremantle Chamber Orchestra  

and acclaimed organist  

Jacinta Jakovcevic  

in the beautiful candle-lit  

St Francis Xavier Cathedral  

with its great acoustics, architecture, pipe organ and  

The Geraldton Bells  

Tickets ($45) including Pre-Concert drinks available at 

shoreleavefestival.com.au 

 Enrico Boschetti was born in Raspano Italy in 1901 and  

followed his brother Giovanni to Australia in 1928.  He 

initially came to Geraldton to work  for the Calligaro Bros  

before settling permanently and opening  his own business

 specialising in marble and terrazzo work.   

It seems Hawes first worked with Boschetti in 1935 when 

he commissioned him to make the Tabernacle and  

Exposition Throne he had designed for the High Altar of the 

Cathedral. Hawes was very impressed with Boschetti’s work and  

wrote - The work has been most skilfully and artistically carried out in  

polished marble terrazzo work by Mr Enrico Boschetti .    

He also had him build an Altar for the Greenough Church (no longer 

exists) and a Sarcophagus for the re-interment of Archdeacon LeCaille 

in the San Spirito Chapel in Utakarra.   

Boschetti was very involved  with Hawes in 1938 as he 

worked on the final stage of the Cathedral which  

included the dome and transepts. He was responsible 

for the Stonework, Block Work and Plastering.  The  

terrazzo floor in the Sanctuary was completed after 

the opening of the Cathedral  and the terrazzo   Sacred 

Heart Altar in the north transept is a beautiful example of 

Boschetti’s  work.  

Boschetti also built two of Hawes’ famous churches  - Our Lady of 

Fatima at Nanson and St Lawrence’s Bluff Point (most of which has 

since been demolished) as well as other buildings for the Catholic 

Church after Hawes  left WA. 

The Shore Leave Festival originally scheduled for May was postponed to September due to difficulties following  

Cycone Seroja.    Have you booked your tickets yet? 

Hawes had left Geraldton by the time the 2nd World War broke out however he would have been disappointed to 

learn that  his loyal and talented contractor was interned as an Enemy Alien during the war.  

Enrico died in Geraldton in 1971.   He  and his wife Filippa had 3 sons Bertie, Jo (dec’d)  and Ricky  

Friday 24th September 

7:00-9:30 p.m. 

 

BOOK NOW 

Thanks to our Concert Sponsors 

https://shoreleavefestival.com.au
https://shoreleavefestival.com.au/program/cathedral-by-candlelight/

